
^j((i 

E 


3 

Bi 















































































♦ 

CHAPTER ?: STUMPED PA<5E I 

CHAPTER &: AU NATUREL ENEMIES PA<5E 

CHAPTER *?: SHORT CAKE. ACT OWE PA<3E S*T 

CHAPTER IO: SHORT CAKE. ACT TVlo PASE ?s 

CHAPTER 11 : SHORT CAKE. ACT THREE PA<5E <*TS 

EXTRA CHAPTER: SEA RIMS TROUBLE AWA/ B/ &EARIN6 TALES PA<3E 15? 

SPECIAL MANGA IN Honor op the NEKoSAHARA/ PASE ise 

NoguwyAfiA's ambition collaboration 

TRANSLATION Notes PA<5E l?6 


mpcWM \/olum& mo c oNrmrrs 



s 








































8 


































































































THE 

REASON 
I WAS 
CHOSEN 
FOR THIS 
JOB... 




























IS 


...IS 
THAT 
I'M A 
EIPICU- 

LOUSLy 

©OOP 

FIGHTER 

m 











































































IS 



























































































































THAT'S 

RIGHT. 
















































































































































SI 










I HAVE NO 
DOUBT THAT 
HE IS THE 
ONE WHO 
SLEW >OUE 
SON'S COM¬ 
PANIONS. 


YES, 

youE 

LOED- 

SHIP/ 


...SO 
HE HAS 
VISITEP 
My 

TOWN. 


HMPH. 























\ a \ HIT" " 1 / 


...AMEMURA 
RICAN 
SHORT- 
NO- 
KAMI- 
P ONO/ 









































































































BUT... 

BUT RICAN- 
PONO/ WE 
MUSTN'T 
LET THAT 
OUTLAW 
ROAM 
FREE/ 



WHICH 
IS TO 

sa y... 



...I LIKE 
THINGS 
JUST FINE 
THE WAY 
THEy ARE 
NOW. 






















































































































you 

CAN BET 
I'M NOT 
CONNA 
TELL ANy- 
ONE, ANP 
NO ONE'S 
CRITICIZING 
HERE. 




































...MAKING 

you 

HALLUCIN¬ 

ATE 

AGAIN? 


...IT'S 

NOT 

THE 

'NIP... 

































































































































































if you 
RFALLy 
WANT TO 
KILL MB, 
THEN STOP 
TALKING 
ANP PO 
IT/ 


OR 

you'LL 
ENP UP 
HAVING 
TO FIGHT 
MB. 

















wny 

pon't you 

JUST KILL 
ME, RIGHT 
HERE ANP 
NOW/// 




























































f 



/ 























THAT'S NOT 
A REASON/ 
COME BACK 
HERE, PAMN 

you/ 
























~/w 



...REP 

WARRIOR 














...REP 

WARRIOR 


.CHAPTER*?: @ 
SHORT CAKE. 
ACT one 


n&M 










































































OF 

COURSE 


A CAT 


COULP 


NEVER KILL 


A PERSON 


INTENTION¬ 


ALLY. 






































ANP SO 
NOEACriiyO 
SET OFF ON A 
JOUENEy IN 
PURSUIT OF HIS 
MASTER... 


















































A 

PERSON, 
DYED 
REP WITH 
BLOOP. 


































...WITH 

MY 

*=AN&Sk 


...FINE. 

I CAN 
MUEPEE 
you WITH 
OE WITH¬ 
OUT My 
SWOEP. 






























OH YBAH\ / 

Z 72BMBMB>B&\ 

Hl€ KATANA 
~6QT €TUCK< 
*^iNTTHAT\ 

- r^zz..' 


..^ 4 /r V 
Z OUB€€ / 

I IT'€7 

f t \ it l ^ZTTB&y 

/ W THAN* 

f I MiY TBBUNO 
W THB vteATHl 
/ /} ofHtor/ 
/ J j^wdizv. 

d/£L / 







































































8Z. 































































A PENAL 
COLONY 
PILLEP YEAP- 
POUNP WITH 
TOXIC, VOLCANIC 
SMOKE, WHEPE, 
TO SUPVIVE, 
PELONS PI&HT 
TO THE PEATH 
PAY IN ANP 
PAY OUT. 


THE POUNP. 
AN ISLANP 
WHEPE THEY 
SENP THE 
WOPST CATS- 
THOSE WHO 
HAVE BEEN 
CONVICTEP 
OP THE MOST 






















































8? 
































WHAT 
DO you 
THINK 
you ARE 
DOING? 


W HAVE you 
FORGOTTEN 
THAT YOU 
WERE TOLP 
SPECIFICALLY 
NOT TO 
SHEP BLOOP 
INSIPE THE 
CASTLE? i 


SP 





WHOA...WAIT 
A MINUTE, 
SHIEO-CHAN/ 
WE WERE ONUy 
FUNNIN' HIM A 
LITTLE, THAT’S 
ALL/ 


yEAH... 
THAT'S 
EIGHT. 
IT'S JUST 
A GAME. 
WE WEEE 
PLAyiNG/ 


NOTHING 
TO PUFF 
yOUE 
TAIL UP 
ABOUT, 
AMAGAMI. 


THAT 

SO? 






























































































THB 

WO&LV 

/€ 

KOTTZN 

WITH 

TOUGH 

GC4YO. 





























































































































I oo 


























































































































































































































ANV 

WOULVN’T 
YOU NNOW 
IT, I AIN'T 
GOT BVBN 
ONB Of 
THOOB. 




I OH 











I OS 













































































IN 

yOLJE 

Eyes... 








































116 

























118 























IKT 























T$S 

OCSNT OF 

my me 

APCH- 

, usMEsJsm 

'8SSS* 

Aopoys 

LOUT MY 

Cmaotsp 


ms 

■SCS&T 

Of 

SHAYS- 

WMSMUggg 

YSSPSJZ!^ 


now r 

REMEM¬ 

BER... 


THAT 
CREST 
BELONGS 
TO ISHIPAI 
TSUNARI, 
THE LORP 
OF OV\EOW 
PROVINCE 
CAS... 


































IZ5 

























































































































FINISHING 
MOVE// 
NETHER¬ 
WORLD 
SOUL- 
REAPER/ I 






k 



I5Z- 
































































































































TO g£ CoNTlMUeO IN l/oWME- S„. 
































TAW 











































































































































SIAMURO 
5IAME- 
CH \KA! 

























































AMEMURA 

SHORT/ 























THE SAMURAI 
WAS ONUy IN 
TOWN TO BEGIN 
WITH TO BUy HIS 
OWN PANGEROUS 
PASTIME, ANP 
WHEN THOSE 
CATLINGS 
HAPPENEP TO 
TANGLE WITH THE 
WRONG TOM, HE 
KILLEP 'EM ANP 
TOOK ALL 
THEIR 'NIP/ 















































r only 

HEARD ALL 
THAT FROM 
THE CAT WHO 
CAME TO OUR 
PLACE TO 
INVESTIGATE 
THIS MOG. 


IHS 




























SHIRiyA 

AByHEI. 



A MEMBER OF 
THE SPECIAL 
SECRET POLICE 
FORCE, STRAIGHT 
FROM THE 
GOVERNMENT// 
HE'S BEEN AFTER 
THIS SAMURAI 
FOR yEARS/ 














DAMN 

EIGHT/ HE'S 
A MENACE 
TO SOCIETY/ 
WE HAVE TO 
TAKE OUT 
THE TEASH/ 
































































































































































































































NO 

wonvbh 

bvbizyonb 

GOT <50 
QUIBT WHBN 
X WALKBV 
IN. 

C> 

o 


OH. 

X VON'T 
THINK X'VB 
HAV A BATH 
€INCB X \NBNT 
BUTZJZOWINO 
IN THB KITTY 
LITTB'R. 


C3 













































SPECIAL 
MANGA 
IN HONOR 
OP THE 
NEKOGAHARA/ 
NOBUNVAGA'S 
AMBITION 
COLLABORATION 



IN AN 

ATTBMPT TO 
VANQUISH THB 
Ml NOP VAIMYO 
OVA NOBUNYACA, 
IMYA&AWA 


ON>THB 
19TH VAY.- 
Of THB < 
flfTH i 
MONTH, 
j/N THB 


y/' 

yOSHIMOTO Of / THIPV 
CUPUCA LBV AN YBAP Of - 
APMY Of 25,000 BIPOKU*.- ' 

into a oinapi anv ' 

TOOK UP CAMP \ 

AT MT.'^s 
\OKBHAZAMA 








\si 


♦JUNE 12, 1560 



































■ ' .1 ■ 

. NEVER-,? 

I THBLB€$, 
\(A6AIN€T\}ALL 


\\WOVA v W't\ 

$) ^AV AN 
f AGMYpF 
I! A MB&B 
4,000 With, 

< 'WHICH' 1 
TO MBBT 
I HIM. 


•Mi (TJH&Ml' 

I ^BVBNT it, 
WOUBT? V 
COMB. TO 
BB KNOWN 
A€ TUB 
BATTLB OB 
OKBHAZAMA 


OVVG, THE 
OVA ARMY 
WENT PORTH, I 
THROUGH 
TORRENTIAL 
. RAIN, TO\ 

I /MYAGAWA'G 
MAIN CAMP 
AT MT. 


v HAVING 
' ''GUT^PEREV 
VEPEAT i 
! \UPON , I' 
i \VEPEAT, 
OVAG ARMY 
COULV LEAVE 
ONLY A PEN 
HUNVREV 
GOLVIERG 
AT THE \ 
WEGTERN 
PRONT BY 
MARUNE 
PORTREGG... 


























































\&& 













































































I. 

OVA 

MO&U- 

NYAOA. 






































































...IS A 
FAR MORE 
FORMIDABLE 
FOE THAN 
THE FOOL 
OF OWARI. 































































































































































/X A // // 
















IN THB 
BNV, THB 
ONB TO 
GAIN THB 
BNTIHB 
NATION 
WOULV 
BB... 


0P4 

MFS/TM4 * 
44/&T/0/Y 


l is 



THIS- 

TH/€- 

IS 

NOBU- 

NVAGA'S 

AMBITION 









mmrtMxm 


Wakizashi, page 22 



Meaning “side insert,” a wakizashi is a sword worn at a 
warrior's side along with his longer katana as a symbol 
of his samurai status. This blade can be used as a backup 
sword, or for closer combat. 


Okakato, page 23 


The name of Mukuro's secret weapon literally means “bonito 
flakes blade,” where bonito is a type of fish—possibly one of 
Mukuro's favorites. Or perhaps she named her sword after the 
tasty treat because together, okakato means “heel,” as in “the 
heel of the foot.” 


Himemasu Castle, page 32 

This castle bears a striking resemblance 
to the real life historical fortress, Himeji 
Castle, which was awarded by the 
shogun Tokugawa Ieyasu to his son-in- 
law for the latter's service in the battle of 
Sekigahara. The name Himemasu may 
be more palatable to the characters of 
Nekogahara, as it is the Japanese word 
for the sockeye salmon, and it is ruled 
by the Shakegawa, whose name means 
“salmon skin”. 
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I used the back of my sword, page 90 


The katana used by samurai is a single-edged sword, meaning it's sharp on one side 
and blunt on the other. Striking one's enemy with the blunt side of the blade is a way 
to teach them a lesson while letting them live to remember it. 


Ishidai Tsunari , page 121 


The name of the man Short is remembering will 
perhaps bring two things to the mind of a Japanese 
reader. The first is the striped beakfish, or ishidai. 

A few of these fish became famous for taking up 
residence in a ship that broke loose and went adrift 
after the Tohoku Earthquake and following tsunami 
in 2011, earning them the name “tsunami fish.” 

The second thing Japanese readers will remember 
is the name Ishida Mitsunari, who was a military 
commander who fought, and lost, in the battle of 
Sekigahara. 



Netherworld Soul-Reaper, 

page 129 

The name of Short's special move is rife 
with wordplay. In Japanese, it is jigoku 
no kama-otoshi. The first part Jigoku no, 
is straightforward enough, meaning “of 
or relating to hell, the netherworld, etc.” 
Kama-otoshi can mean “sickle drop,” 
as in bringing a sickle down either to 
harvest grain or to strike an enemy. In 
Japan, a small sickle was often connected 
to a heavy weight via a chain, creating 
a weapon not entirely unlike Short's 
kendama. Kama is also the word for the 























head of a fish, and kama-otoshi is the removal of the fish's head in preparation for 
cooking, hence the alternate spelling for this attack name: Netherworld Sole-Reaper. 

Nobunyaga's Ambition, page 156 

Nobunyaga's Ambition is a spinoff of the Nobunaga's Ambition game series, in which 
all the characters—who are real Japanese historical figures—are reimagined as cats. 
It's a social game that can be played on mobile devices, and for a time was available 
in North America as Samurai Cats. The game had a collaboration with this manga 
series, in which players could obtain in-game items featuring artwork by Hiroyuki 
Takei. 


Success story in the making, page 160 



Kinoshita Tokittyro, known in human form as Kinoshita Tokichiro, began his career 
as a lowly foot soldier, but eventually became the successor to Nobunaga himself 
and the second of Japan's unifiers, who put an end to the Warring States Period. 


One realm under one cat, page 162 

This is the feline version of one translation of 
Oda Nobunaga's historical slogan, tenkafubu, or 
“one realm under one sword.” The slogan, which 
he used on his personal seal to sign all written 
correspondence, announced his intention to unify 
the nation, which up to that point had been in a 
state of constant civil war. 
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The Black-Toothed Daimyo , page 164 



Imyagawa is seen here wearing the traditional dress of the nobles of his time, 
including the black lacquer over his teeth. Even though he was busy waging war, he 
still took the time to apply his makeup as a sign of his courtly sensibilities. 
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